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The Bishop’s Message- The Rt. Rev. David V.H. Lai 


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 


This summer was a very busy, but very fruitful one. My travels to both the United 
Kingdom and the United States were very rewarding, full of grace and the blessings of God. 
The contacts that I made on these trips will pave the way for further relationships with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ across the Tale and will serve to strengthen the church of 
Christ here in Taiwan. 


From June 30th to July 5th, I was invited to attend the International Alpha Course 

Conference, hosted by Holy Trinity, Brompton. We are grateful to members of Holy Trinity, 
Brompton who hosted over 130 overseas families for ths Alpha Conference. Their love of 
Christ makes this kind of hospitality possible and their gracious hospitality gives witness to 
their love of Christ. 
This conference gave me the opportunity to study and understand the Alpha Course and to 
know, learn and share with conference members from all over the world. The course was 
developed by Nicky Gumbel and has been translated into 48 languages (Chinese translation 
was just made available in the last year.) The course is designed to provide a warm and loving 
eee in which believers and non-believers can gather to wrestle with questions of 
ai 


If we are not equipped with the word of God, how can we share it? My time at the 
Alpha Conference was time well spent and spiritually rewarding. Therefore, f conn urge 
each parish to send someone to the Alpha Course that is being offered in Hong Kong, 
November 3-4, 2003. This course will be offered in Mandarin, Cantonese, and English. Our 
Diocese is prepared to provide some scholarships for this conference. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact your Rector, who will then submit candidates for recommendation. 
Further, in November of 2004, Nicky Gumbel will be attending and leading an Alpha 
Conference in Taiwan. 


Following the Alpha Conference, I visited with the Bishop of London, the Rt. Rev. 
and Rt. Hon. Richard Chartes. I participated in the Diocesan conference and met the Synod 
staff. We worked together on two ministry opportunities. We will continue to explore and 
develop more exchange programs between our Biocise and the Anglican Church of England. 
We hope to provide them with assistance in evangelism to Chinese immigrants in England. 
Our seminarians and clergy can benefit from further studies in the Anglican tradition. Truly 
“world mission” is now a two way street! 


I also met with Canon Soh of Church Mission Society. We are thankful to CMS for 
sending Ms. Catherine Lee, St. James, Taichung, to us. We will continue to discuss ways in 
which our mission relationship with CMS can be strengthened and broadened. 


Finally, while in England, I was blessed to visit with the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams, at Lambeth. I presented him with a gift and greetings from our Diocese and 
extended to him an invitation to visit our Diocese next year when he is in Asia for the soth 
anniversary of the Diocese. (contd. page 2) 


The Bishop's Message, comtinued from page 1 -—-——------nn-—neoanncoanecrneccneccecccneeecncecaeremnecasens 


Later in the summer, I attended the 74th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, USA, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, with Mrs. Lily Shu-Ying Lin Lai, the Rev. Peter T.P. Chen (HOD), the Rev. 
Elizabeth Wei (visitor of HOD/ present at UTO In-gathering), Mr. Richard P.S. Hu (HOD). The theme of 
the convention was “Engage God’s Mission.” While much of the media focused it’s attention on the issue of 
Bishop Robinson, there remain so many other important aspects of our ministry to discuss. 

I voiced my opposition to the Robinson appointment as it 
is an issue that could hinder other work of the church. Cee aed 
is to glorify God in heaven. So if one’s behaviors injure this an ; ; 
also fare ae good reputation of the church, if chat behavior is Consider attending the Hong Kong 
not Biblically acceptable, he should repent. We always teach this | ALPHA conference in November. 
in our sermons. If you wish to renew life in Christ and you really 
love Christ, and you believe in the laws of the Bible, then you 
should surrender up all behavior to witness to that new life. 
Christ also commands us to love our neighbor as ourselves. We 
are to minister to all persons - regardless of their sexual 
orientation. It should be added that this vote, however, was just | A- anyone interested in the faith 
one part of a very long process. This is an issue that will continue 
to be discussed for many years to come. We must respect one 
another and enter into these dialogues with the love of Christ 
foremost in our conversations. These dialogues will not be easy 
ones, but they are essential to the life of the church as we are 
called to witness to and love all people. Let us continue to lift up | A- asking anything, (Faith questions) 
ECUSA and the whole Anglican Communion in prayer as these 
issues are wrestled with. 


ALPHA, stands for: 


L- listening, learning and laughter 
P- pasta and pudding! (sharing a meal) 
H- helping one-another 


As we proclaim the Gospel throughout the world, we celebrated the work of the Holy Spirit abroad 
through global Eucharist, led by various ethnic groups from Latin America, Africa, etc. We have asked to 
provide a Chinese Eucharist in 2006. In addition, I was invited to join the Bishop’s Choir and sang a solo Psalm 
in Chinese during the Eucharist service on the last day of the convention. 


In a very special presentation, I gave to the United Thank Offering a shipment of over 1000 
handcrafted items made by the ECW of our diocese. This gift was given in thankfulness for the past and 
continued support of UTO to Taiwan missions. Again, world mission is now a two way street. God’s work is 
growing, spreading, and reciprocating! 


Upon my return to Taiwan, we gathered for the Diocese convention in Kaohsiung, which culminated 
in the Diocesan Synod Ordination service on Aug. 23rd. The work of God’s church and people is strong and well 
in Taiwan- Thanks be to God! 


THE RT. REV. DAVID J. H. LAI MEETING WITH THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, 
ROWAN WILLIAMS, AT LAMBETH IN EARLY JULY. 
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PARTNERSHIP IN PRACTICE? 


BY CATHERINE LEE 


People say that if you stand on the southernmost tip 


of Taiwan, on a clear day, you can see the northernmost tip 


of the Philippines. I've tried it, and all I could see was a 


shimmering haze of blue sea and sky, merging into one in the 


distance. But for most of history, that's about as near as 


| anyone from Taiwan would ever want to get to the northern 


islands of the Philippines, full as they were of “fierce pagan 


| tribes" who might cut your head off given half a chance (not 
that Taiwan itself was the safest of places at the time, it 
‘had enough headhunting tribes of its own to deter most 


from venturing far inland...) 


Yet for the Taiwan Episcopal Church, those northern 
islands of the Philippines are part of our nearest 
neighbouring Diocese. And it was to those same northern 
islands and to those same “fierce pagan tribes" (the Igorots) 
that the Philippine Episcopal Church first went to preach the 
Gospel a century ago. Since then, the church has flourished, 
and as some of the Igorots migrated southwards and into 


the cities, the church moved with them. 


And so when a group of 6 of us from St. James’ 
Episcopal Church, Taichung, Taiwan, arrived in Manila 
recently for a 5-day visit, we were not deterred by past 


‘history or even by present day worries of typhoons, 


government instability or terrorist threats. Both Bishop 
Benjamin Botengan (who was about to retire) and Bishop 
Dixie Taclobao (who was about to be installed) are Igorots 
from the north and it would be hard to find two more 


delightful, lovable, gentle people. Such is the grace of God in 


the course of history. We were charmed by their lives, their 


families, their hospitality, and their vision and love for their 


people. 


But why did we go? Because for several years, our 
church in Taichung has had a special partnership with the 


Diocese of Central Philippines. We have been inspired and 


encouraged to raise the money to pay for the construction 
of 3 small churches in the Philippines, churches that would 
not otherwise have been built. It was to see the 2 most 
recently completed churches that we went there. All 3 
churches are in the same area, about 4 hours drive north of 
Manila, and all 3 congregations consist mainly of Igorot 


' people who have migrated southwards. Until recently these 


congregations were worshiping in homes or under trees. 
Now, using our money and their labour and materials, they 
have built for themselves beautiful churches; a testimony to 


_ the glory of God and to our partnership in the Gospel. 


Actually we were never able to get to one of the 
churches. Our visit coincided with the worst typhoon to hit 


the northern Philippines in 5 years, and as we struggled 
through torrential rains, gale-force winds, rising rivers, 
falling trees and masses of soaking wet people, we found 
ourselves separated from our destination by 3 raging 
rivers. It was impossible to cross them, and only one had 
a bridge (and a hanging footbridge at that), so we 
reluctantly turned back and continued our journey. A 
pig had been killed in our honour, but we never got there 
to eat it. When we finally arrived in San Jose city, the 
site of our third church, we found the city in darkness, 
all power cut, everything closed, and nowhere to eat. 
Such are the delights of travel! By the next morning we 
had no water either, but the typhoon had moved away, 
and all school classes cancelled to clear up the mess. An 
added bonus therefore was that the local children were 
able to attend the thanksgiving service and lunch, and 
the journey back to Manila was infinitely smoother than 
the one the day before. Next time, we are NOT going in 
the typhoon season! 


Don't imagine for a moment that our church of St. 
James’, Taichung is rolling in money, and that the money 
to build these churches just came rolling in. However, 
my experience is that Taiwanese Christians are 
exceptionally generous when it comes to giving to the 
church. Of course it is helped by the fact that all our 
weekly stewardship offerings are printed out by name 
and amount for all to see. Everyone knows exactly how 
much everyone else is giving, and as everyone knows 
everyone else's salaries anyway, then what's the great 
need for secrecy?! It is quite challenging to see how 
sacrificially some people give. 


Of course, our efforts have been greatly 
encouraged over the years by several visits from Bishop 
Botengan himself to St. James’, by regular reports and 
photos of the progress of building construction, and a 
visit a few years ago to the Philippines to see the first 
church that was built. As a result of our visit this time, 
we are now inspired to try to raise the money for a 
fourth church, St. Paul's in Dona Josefa, the last of the 
group in that area. They already have a building, but it 
is in very poor condition and being eaten away by 
termites, so its future is not bright. It may take us a 
while to raise the money, but we see it as a challenge 
and a sign of hope for the future. We pray that as God 
has blessed us so abundantly here in Taiwan, so we too 
may be a blessing to our neighbours and partners in 
mission in the Philippines. 


Catherine Lee. 
CMS mission partner at St. James’ Episcopal Church, Taichung, 
Taiwan. 


Christianity and Homosexuality 


Steven Schaufele, Ph.D. 


In spring, the Diocese of New Westminster, in 
British Columbia, voted to approve a liturgy for 
the blessing of ‘same-sex unions’, quasi-marriages 
in which both partners are of the same sex. 
Shortly thereafter, the Church of England was 
rocked by the appointment of an openly gay man 
as Assistant Bishop of Reading (he subsequently 
withdrew, in view of the quarrels raised by his 
appointment). And ECUSA's General 
Convention voted to approve the election of 
Gene Robinson, another openly gay clergyman, to 
the Episcopate of New Hampshire. These recent 
events, along with others, have caused great 
agitation in the Anglican Communion. 


Some have protested that, in thus 
countenancing homosexuality, ECUSA and the 
other Anglican church bodies mentioned above 
have forsaken Christian moral. and theological 
tradition. And it must be admitted that ECUSA 
has indeed, in a sense, forsaken the traditional 
faith of our forebears — according to which the 
Grace of Christ is Limited & circumscribed by the 
One True God, which as we all know is Biology, 
or more specifically Sex. ECUSA has even sought 
to substitute for the One True God some other, 
cockamamie new-fangled leftist liberal-type Deity 
Who claims to be interested only in Justice, 
Mercy, and Love and to be totally unconcerned 
about Sex. Whatever may have been occasionally 
preached from the pulpits of America, this is 
certainly not the Gospel believed in the deepest 
hearts of most Americans. In this sense, it is 
indeed true that ECUSA has forsaken the 
traditional Faith of our Fathers and is 
proclaiming a radical new Gospel which most of 
us often wish we had never heard before. Some 
demand rules and regulations, some demand 
support for their hangups, but ours is a religion of 
Love. Every time I look to the Bible for moral 
guidance, I find the same emphasis: God requires 
nothing of us but to do Justice, to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with Him. Whoever loves 
their neighbour has fulfilled the Law. 


This ‘radical new Gospel’ is often pro- 


claimed as a Gospel of tolerance and 
inclusiveness. Some will acknowledge that, taken 
at face value, the words of the New Testament 
do seem to imply a maximal inclusiveness and 
tolerance of diversity (Rom. 5:15-18, Gal. 3:28, 
Col. 3:11), but that in the end there must be 
limits. But how are those limits to be defined? 
One can quote Scripture (Eph. 5:18) to justify 
avoidance of alcohol; one can quote Scripture 
(Lev.19:19) to justify a prohibition against 
blended fabrics; one can quote Scripture ( 
Deut.14:21) to justify a prohibition against 
cheeseburgers; one can quote Scripture ( Lev. 
19:26, Acts 15:20) to justify a prohibition against 
rare steaks (and some quote the same passages to 
justify a prohibition against donating blood). But 
by and large, Anglicans and other mainstream 
Christians have never gotten their knickers in a 
twist over such issues. 


But limitations defined in terms of Sex — 
ah, now there's the rub! 


There is a traditional notion in Catholic 
Christianity that the priest at the altar is 
supposed to represent Christ in some sacramental 
fashion. And besides that, we Anglicans in 
particular take very seriously the concept of the 
Apostolic Succession, the notion that our bishops 
can trace their authority back in true, direct line 
to the original Apostles. Now, Jesus and His 
Apostles were all Jews; but the Church has never 
seen that as a justification for limiting the 
ordained ministry to Jews. Beyond that, Jesus 
and His Apostles, being Palestinian Jews, were all 
Caucasians; but the Church has never seen the 
need to limit the ordained ministry to Caucasians 
either. It's OK for ordained Christian clergy to 
differ from Jesus and His Apostles in race or . 
ethnicity. But Sex?? ECUSA opened the 
ordained ministry to women 30 years ago, and 
we're still getting flack over that! Apparently, the 
maleness of Jesus and of the Apostles is a far more 
essential part of the Gospel than their Jewéshness 
— all Biblical evidence to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And now, we're talking about 


| 


ny rr 


dropping barriers based on sexual orientation — 
about which the Bible has nothing at all to say! 
The followers of the traditional One True God 
(i.e., Sex) assure us that we are in a whole heck of 
trouble!!! 


Many would challenge the statement that 
the Bible has ‘nothing at all to say on the subject 
of sexual orientation. What about Lev. 18:22? 
What about Rom. 1:26-27? It is generally 
acknowledged by Biblical scholars, and all those 
who are willing to let the Bible mean what it 
actually means (as opposed to what it superficially 
seems to mean to people stuck in a 20th-century 
mindset), that the passages routinely quoted as 
denunciations of ‘homosexuality are actually 
denunciations of (cultic) prostitution and child 
abuse, both of which, on grounds having nothing 
whatsoever to do with Sex, have always been 
abominations in the sight of YHWH and 
continue to be recognized as such today. 
Unfortunately, even today there are many people 
who fail to recognize the difference between these 
evils and homosexuality properly so called. Partly 
this is simply a failure to understand the nature of 
homosexuality — witness those who still imagine 
that it is possible to ‘choose’ to be either 
homosexual or heterosexual, or that ‘sexual 
orientation’ is some kind of contagious disease 
that can be transmitted from one person to 
another. Partly it's because what we nowadays 
refer to as ‘homosexuality — a natural 
psychological orientation, a taste for engaging in 
sexual activity with members of one's own sex as 
opposed to the other — wasn't recognized in 
Biblical times, with the result that Biblical writers 
have nothing to say about it. Partly it's because 
our modern society is ‘much more aware of 
‘homosexuality’ properly so called than of cultic 
prostitution (how many of us have ever heard of a 
religion in which overt sexual activity plays an 
important liturgical role?) or even (unfortunately) 
of child abuse. Partly it's because most of our 
minds are so blinkered by our (unacknowledged) 
belief in the One True God (Sex) that we tend to 
see everything, or as much as possible, in terms of 
Sex and have difficulty seeing past that. 


Those who disapprove of homosexuality and of 
homosexual activity in general must admit that 
their attitude is tainted at least by the fact that on 
many occasions it is expressed through fear, 
dehumanizing/demonizing hatred, vicious 
contempt, and violent malice often leading to the 
murder of homosexuals. While it is true that not 
all who object to homosexuality express 
themselves in such Satanic terms, they must admit 
that most of them do, and that their sentiments 
can never be far removed from such nastiness. By 
such fruits let such opposition be judged! On the 
other hand, the tolerant, inclusive approach 
espoused by ECUSA, etc. cannot be said to be 
tainted by such a Satanic agenda — unless one starts 
with the a priori assumption that homosexuality itself is 
evil, which is precisely the proposition we have 
come to doubt, partly for this very reason. 


Let us avoid Peter's mistake (Acts 10:15); 
let us not condemn what God has blessed. The 
fear, hatred, and contempt that are so intimately 
associated with opposition to homosexuality are 
Satanic weapons; the Church of Jesus Christ 
should oppose all such, not give them 
countenance. 


Many Anglican church bodies, especially 
in the Third World, express concern that our 
tolerance toward homosexuality will damage us in 
the eyes of non-Christians, especially Muslims, 
who hold harsher views. In this sense, our 
tolerance is a Scandal. Throughout her history, 
the Church has repeatedly struggled to avoid the 
scandalous aspects of her message; and whenever 
she has done so, she has always come to grief. 
Christianity is inherently scandalous (I Cor. 
1:23-25). We should be glorying in it (Gal. 6: 14) 
and encouraging our Muslim, etc. brethren to 
open their hearts rather than trying to disguise the 
Scandal. Again, let us try to avoid Peter's mistake 
(Luke 22:55-62): Let us not betray our Lord while 
trying to make ourselves look good. 


(Steven Schaufele is a member of The Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shepherd. He is a professor of 
Linguistics at Soochow University, Taipei. He is 
from Urbana, Illinois and has been living in Taipei 
for five and a half years.) 


My Trip to Kaohsiung for the Taiwan Episcopal Church's 


43rd Diocese Convention 
by Janet Powell 


This Convention was re-scheduled for 


August 22 — 23, 2003 in Kaohsiung after SARS 
calmed down in Taiwan. On Friday, | took off 
to the Airport to catch a plane south, and then 
on to the Venue - The Grand Hotel of 
Kaohsiung. 


| was one of the two representatives 
from English congregation of the Church of 
the Good Shepherd to attend. The other 
representative was Rev. Phillip Stringer, 
Pastor of the English congregation. However, 
at the check-in counter, | found out that Phil 
couldn’t come because he was sick. | then 
became the sole representative of the English 
vestry. Our little group consisted of Rev. 
Peter Chen, Rev. Wu MingLung, and Richard 
Hu of the Good Shepherd Church. In just one 
hour, we arrived at Kaohsiung. We joined up 
with another group from St. John’s of Taipei, 
and were picked up by a van directly to the 
Venue - The Grand Hotel of Kaohsiung. 


The convention opened on time with a 
Communion worship led by Bishop David Lai 
at 2PM. There were approximately 70 
pastors and representatives from the thirteen 
Episcopal congregations all over Taiwan. 
Quite a grand sight! We sang hymns, and 
Bishop Lai preached a sermon- “Walking with 
our Lord; Preaching His Gospel; Bearing Good 
Fruits”, in faith, in one mindedness, in 
constant prayers for the rejuvenation of the 
church, which was also the theme of the 
convention. 


We went through the agenda of the 
afternoon in three sessions with tea and 
dinner breaks. 


First Session - We adopted Minutes of the 
2002 convention; discussed and reviewed the 
execution of the last resolution; and. received 
reports from the Bishop, the Standing 
Committee, and the Constitutional 
Committee. 


Bishop Lai's Report — 


e Year 2002 was a year of Evangelism, 
Equipping and Engaging — progresses 
were made in numerous directions. 

e There were some _ theology/apostles 
training; Bishop will install 2 parish 
pastors; 

e Bishop will continue the principle to visit all 


e parishes, and to keep in close contacts and 
communication with all parishes. 

e Youths were to visit to Associated Diocese in 
New Westminster, Vancouver on 7/7 — 
26, 2003. This program had to be 
postponed to the summer of 2004 due 
to the complications of the SARS 
outbreak. Also, in 2004, there will be 
an exchange’ program between 
Vancouver Seminary and Taiwan 
Diocese; 

e Unity of Church — through Sports Day, ECW 
and the 10/10 Day, and other program 
of activities; 

e Other Programs in progress — U.S. Episcopal 
Church General Convention; soth 
Anniversary of Taiwan Episcopal 
Church  -2004; Diocese’s College 
Youth’s Summer Camp; 

e Visitors from U.S. — in Jan. 12-19, 2004, the 
Province VIII House of Bishops, ECUSA 
will meet in Taiwan. All the bishops 
and their wives will be visiting several 
parish churches in Taiwan to share the 
good news and exchange cultural 
points of views. 


Second Session — We received reports and 
reviewed activities from all the churches; we 
discussed and passed the institution of an 
independent Board of Directors of the Taiwan 
Episcopal Church Corporation, and that of a 
Standing Committee; We _ passed the 
amendment to the number of appointed 
members to the standing committees and its 
election process. 


Third Session - Reports and sharing of 
information from XinPu Technology 
Institution, all locality churches, and the 
Delegation to the ECUSA Convention. We 
also nominated people to run for the Standing 
CommitteeConference continued on Saturday 
8/23/03 at 8AM. 


Fourth Session — We voted for the members to 
the Standing Committee. The following 
motions were made and passed: - 

e Redesigned Taiwan Episcopal Church Logo - 
The new Logo for the Taiwan 
Episcopal Church. Great ideas 
emerged from the two choices of the 
logo as designed by the professional 
artists. A motion was adopted that the 
Church would accept a new Logo with 
a combination of designs from the two 


logos. Someone cleverly cut out the 
parts from each logo that people 
approved, and put together a rough 
pattern, which pleased the majority. 
It was agreed that the new logo 
would be adopted and put into use by 
next year. 

e St. Timothy, Kaohsiung, applied to become 
a Parish. 

e The Bishop requested to passing his 
nominations for the diocese Officer- 
in-Charge. Among some of those 
named were Officer in Charge of 
Evangelism- The Rev. Elizabeth Wei, 
Officer of the ECW- Mrs. Janice 
ChangWang, Officer of Elderly Care- 
Ms. Julia Lin, and Officer of Worship- 
The Rev. Michael Liu. 


Fifth Session - 

e Treasurer Reports - Treasurer reported the 
diminishing income from kindergarten 
ministry: It seems that some of the 
congregations are doing well with the 
kindergarten schools, like those in 
Kaohsiung. However, some of the 
kindergarten classes are definitely 
decreasing in numbers, like the Good 
Shepherd Church in Taipei and St. Peter’s 
Church in JiaYi. The Church's 
kindergarten ministry cannot compete 
under unfavorable conditions of modern 
facilities and competitive school fees 
from a diminishing kindergarten 
population. 

e Redefining Church’s Vision, particularly 
that pertained to the Kindergarten 
Ministries - all churches should review 
and research the real needs of the 
changing communities of _ their 
neighborhood in order to respond 
effectively to the needs of society. 


e The convention concluded at 12 Noon. A 
group photo was taken and followed 
bylunch. We left the Grand Hotel for St. 
Paul’s Church for the Ordination 
Ceremony of brothers Daniel Lee (Priest, 
Grace-Tainan) and Richard Lee (Deacon, 
St. Paul- Kaohsiung). Return home. 


The Bishop is an effective Chairperson, and 
very “democratic”. The organization skills 
are similar to that of the U.S. General 
Convention, though on a smaller scale. The 
techniques are there, the hearts and spirits 
are there. With a keen eye in elevating the 
effectiveness of "organizational skills" in line 
with International Standard, the Taiwan 
Episcopal Church will be able to deal with the 
increasing numbers of parishes and 
congregation in the future. 


| contributed my two cents worth of opinion 
on the church logo. | got to meet and know 
many good Taiwan christians. Thanks to our 
Lord for allowing me to be part of this 
precious experience. It was very delightful to 
see so many God loving people at work, 
pouring themselves out for the work of God, 
and feeling so blessed. 


May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to have 
mercy on the Taiwan Church. Bless the 
Church leaders and lay ministers; allow them 
to walk with our Lord, to be strong in 
spreading the Gospel to the ends of the island 
of Taiwan, and to bear good fruits for our 
Lord to the glory of His Name. Amen. 


CVanet Powell is a member of The Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shepherd. She is the 
Community Liason Officer at the American 
Institute in Taiwan. Janet is from Hong Kong 
and has been living in Taipei for 2 years and 3 
months.) 


How Can We Maintain Our Integrity? 


That was the question being asked at the recent annual Diocesan convention in Kaohsiung. How can we, as the 
Taiwan Episcopal Church, maintain our integrity in the face of the-election in August of openly gay Bishop, Gene 
Robinson, as Bishop of New Hampshire? For better or for worse, Taiwan is intimately bound up in the affairs of the 
American Episcopal Church. Even though Taiwan is on the other side of the world, the Taiwan Episcopal Church has 
been a part of the Episcopal Church of the USA ever since its foundation in 1954. Bishop David Lai attends the twice- 
yearly meetings of the House of Bishops, and a delegation representing the Taiwan Episcopal Church always attends 
the National Convention every 3 years. A group from Taiwan was there again this year when the election of Gene 
Robinson was held. 

How could the Taiwan Episcopal Church possibly support this decision? It goes against what we believe to be 
Christian teaching about marriage, family and morality, and it would be most inappropriate for us, as a part of 
Taiwanese society, to accept this election as valid. Our credibility as Christians and as a church is at stake. 

We cannot just walk away and leave ECUSA. Our historical links with ECUSA are too strong to be so easily 
broken. As the only Diocese of ECUSA in the Far East, we have an important role to play as a bridge between eastern 
and western cultures. We ask for your prayers as we seek to find a way forward, and as we strive to serve our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 

7 ~Catherine Lee, St. James, Taichung. 
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The Episcopal 


Diocese of Taiwan 


The Rt. Rev. David Lai, 


Bishop 


THE ALPHA COURSE CONSISTS OF A SERIES OF TALKS 
ADDRESSING KEY ISSUES RELATING TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. IT 
IS A COURSE FOR EVERYONE, ESPECIALLY THOSE WANTING TO 
INVESTIGATE CHRISTIANITY, NEW CHRISTIANS, NEWCOMERS TO 
THE CHURCH AND THOSE WHO WANT TO BRUSH UP ON THE 
BASICS. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING THE ALPHA CONFERENCE 
IN HONG KONG, NOVEMBER 3-4, 2003, CONTACT YOUR RECTOR 
OR PRIEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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If you have 
news or views 
you would like 
considered for 
this paper, 
please submit 
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